
 
 

Cognia (formerly known as AdvancED) Overview 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

What is Cognia? 
Cognia is a nonprofit, accreditation organization that conducts external reviews of PreK-12 schools and school systems 

with the goal of evaluating, verifying, and improving school quality. Accreditation serves as the  recognition that systems 

meet high quality standards, engage in continuous improvement, and produce sustainable results. In 2013 and 2018 

DVUSD received system-wide accreditation. As part of the accreditation process, the Cognia Review Team provided the 

district with quality feedback including powerful practices and improvement priorities, which affirmed current practices 

and served as the foundation for improvement planning. Accredited school systems engage in an iterative re-accreditation 

process every five years to evaluate continuous improvement in student learning, professional practice, and partnerships 

with stakeholders, and organizational effectiveness. 

 

What are the benefits of Cognia? 

 Provides a 3rd party point of view that aligns accreditation with accountability and evaluates institutional quality. A 

Cognia Engagement Review Team examines the district’s quality of leadership, instruction, learning and use of 

resources to provide excellent education equitably to its students. The Standards of Cognia transcend local, state and 

national standards and is recognized by colleges and universities worldwide. 

 

 Cognia accreditation provides worth to our high school diplomas in the eyes of employers and colleges. Cognia, 

formerly as AdvancED, has been around for over 100 years, and is the gold standard regarding the quality of 

schools. In order for Deer Valley High Schools to compete in the A.I.A., the high schools must be accredited by an 

appropriate accrediting organization, of which Cognia is the regional accreditation organization.  

 Provides diagnostic tools that satisfy state needs assessment criteria and support DVUSD continuous improvement 

efforts.  

 Provides all STEM schools with research-based framework and criteria, continuous improvement and assessment of 

the quality, rigor and substance of their STEM educational programs. 

Please read about the benefits of  Cognia from the perspective of DVUSD administrators here. 

What is the Cognia re-accreditation process and timeline? 

The Cognia Continuous Improvement System is currently a five year re-accreditation cycle. DVUSD’s next re-accreditation 

is during the 2023-2024 school year. The current process includes: 

 

 Understanding and application of the Cognia Performance Standards and Domains  

 Assessment of current practices using Cognia Performance Standards within campus and department 

improvement plans  

 Deployment of stakeholder surveys and inventories using the eProve online platform  

o Surveys: Student, Teacher, Staff, Parent 

o Inventories: Student, Teacher 

 Engagement Review (external review) by Cognia Review Team  

 

How are schools and departments supported throughout the Cognia accreditation process? 
When reapplying during the 2022 school year, new support systems will be put in place as improvements to the Cognia 

Continuous Improvement Systems are rolled out. Campuses and Departments will be provided with individual Cognia 

folders that contain individualized resources, timelines, and overview documents to support campus and department teams 

in the accreditation process. DVUSD will form a Cognia Work Team who will be able to provide additional knowledge, 

expertise, and guidance at the school and department levels. Additional resources will be located on the DAOI portal page.  

 

How is information regarding the Cognia accreditation process communicated to DVUSD staff? 

DVUSD begins reaccreditation efforts a full year and half in advance of the external review. Administrators and 

department leaders receive regular updates and support from the DVUSD Cognia Work Team, at PreK-12 Conferences 

and via digital platforms. All staff receive updates through digital platforms, including email, internal portal, and our 

website. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-83VPyLLL5IeVNiODlVQzZZWVk/view?usp=sharing

